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SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 84th Engincer Battalion (Construction)

for the Poriod Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)
P Othor:
1 Item: Lerin of POL Pipeline in insecure arcass

DISCUSSION: While placing POL Pipe along the beach in Qui Nhon an incident
occurcd which brought out the necesaity. of.having strict security procedures
when underteking this operatiocn. &ix or seven 20' scctions of 6" pipe

had been laid out in preparation for ccupling. Howcver the day crew was
not able to complete the coupling and the sections lay unattended until a
night crew arrived to conpletc the connccting., When one of the night crew
started to move a scction of pipe into place there was an explosion, caused
by a charge placed under the section of uncoupled pipe. Ls e result of the
explosion threc nen were wounded, :

OBSERVLTION: This incident could have been aveided by insuring that the
pipc was sccure at all times, cven thru a shift change. /Also sections of
pipe should not be laid out a great length in advance of coupling. Jnother
step to prevent a recurrence of this type of incident is to nove a1l pipes

left in an insecurc area with the use of a rope tied to the pipe.
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DISTRIBUTION:
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